[Invasive fetal medicine: pros and cons].
Many methods of ovular sampling now exist. They give us access to our second patient, the foetus, for the purpose of carrying out diagnoses and prognoses and of beginning treatment. These methods carry a risk for the foetus, and it is therefore to weigh up the indications carefully. In addition, some methods (embryoscopy, foetoscopy, skin and liver biopsies, foetal blood samples) have to be performed by experienced specialists in reference centers. These methods also raise numerous ethical problems, notably in view of the multiple diagnostic possibilities and the relatively limited therapeutic possibilities.